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What Digitization Wants 
Emergent Audiences from Digital Collections 
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Overview 
ΧƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜǘǘȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
our collections 

The way we select material for 
digitization 

How users and researchers influence 
digitization 

The way we make our collections 
discoverable and accessible through 
access points 

Examples of interesting audiences that 
have emerged in response to those 
access points  
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Introduction to the Getty 
Research Institute and its 
collections 
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Getty Research 
Institute 
Art-ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ άǘƘƛƴƪ ǘŀƴƪέ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
furthering knowledge and advancing 
understanding of the visual arts 

Includes: active collecting programs, public 
programs, institutional collaborations, 
exhibitions, publications, digital services, 
and residential scholars programs 

Part of the J. Paul Getty Trust along with the 
Getty Museum, Getty Conservation 
Institute, and the Getty Foundation 

One of the largest and most comprehensive 
art libraries in the world 
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Our collections 
1 million volumes 

3,000 periodical subscriptions 

30,000 prints 

6,000 linear feet of institutional 
archives 

25,000 linear feet of special collection 
materials, including scholar archives, 
art dealer archives, artist papers, and 
architectural collections 

Rich collections of rare photographs 
and an art-historical photo archive of 
over 2 million images 
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Special Collections 
65,000 rare books  

15,000 rare serials 

Over 17,000 linear feet of archives, 
manuscripts, and architectural 
drawings 

More than 27,000 single prints and 
drawings in albums/collections 

Over 800 collections of rare 
photographs 

Libraries and papers of notable art 
historians, critics, artists, architects, 
photographers, designers, collectors, 
dealers, and public institutions 
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Expansive Digital 
Collections 
Digital collections in Rosetta 
(preservation) stands at over one 
million files or about 24,000 complex 
digital objects or 90 TB of data in size  

Digitized over 9800 plus rare books in 
last 5 months, an overall increase of 
98% from last year 

Acquisition of expansive archival 
collections such as the Harald 
Szeemann papers (1925.21 linear feet), 
the Harry Shunk and Shunk-Kender 
photographs (183,000 items) 
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Primo Search 
¢ƘŜ DŜǘǘȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ 
collections are discoverable through 
searching our discovery system, 
Primo Search 

Digital files are linked to appropriate 
records with robust metadata 

Complex digital objects retain their 
structure through preservation and 
access in Rosetta, our digital 
repository system 

Links through the finding aids for 
archival collections 
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How does the Getty Research 
Institute make digital collections 
available more broadly? 

Derek Quezada -- PNC August 18, 2016 



Outside hosting and 
digitization (Internet 
Archive) 
Internet Archive is a non-profit library 
of millions of free books, movies, 
software, music, websites, and more 

Content is discoverable and accessible 
through an interface that mimics 
flipping the pages of a book 

Books are available to download in 
their entirety 

Internet Archive hosts Getty Research 
Institute books for the Getty Research 
Portal 

The Getty Research Institute currently 
has 33,296 items available to view and 
we have had over 13 million views 
since 2010.  
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Institutional 
Collaboration (Getty 
Research Portal) 
The Getty Research Portal is a free 
online search platform providing 
worldwide access to an extensive 
collection of digitized art history texts 
from more than 20 international 
libraries and institutions 

Affords art historians and other 
researchers the ability to search and 
download complete digital copies of 
publications 

Its design acknowledges that 
researchers are often ambivalent as to 
the origin of a digitized book and prefer 
to seamlessly search across collections 
and institutions.  
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Open Access 
Initiatives (Open 
Content Program) 
Open Content Program recognizes the 
need to share images of works of art 
for free and without restriction, for all 
those who create or appreciate artτ
scholars, artists, art lovers, and 
entrepreneurs 

More than 99,000 images from the J. 
Paul Getty Museum and the Getty 
Research Institute available through 
the Open Content Program  

All of the Images provided are JPEG 
files at a minimum of 300 ppi that are 
easily used for publication 
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