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OVERVIEW 

• Major characteristics of traditional Chinese 

bibliography 

• Brief description of the project 

• Four features of the database 

• Conclusion 



TRADITIONAL CHINESE BIBLIOGRAPHY 

• A 2000-year history 

• Major, important bibliographies are all classified. 

• Classification is an integral part of bibliography. 

• The first bibliography, The Seven Epitomesȇ҂ Ȉ, 

consists of 6 main classes and 38 subclasses. 

• Later ones model on The Seven Epitomes with 

modifications. 



TRADITIONAL CHINESE BIBLIOGRAPHY 

• Resembles modern-day bibliographies in basic 

elements and functions 

• Focuses on description of work and author, with 

limited info about the physical book. 

• Single entry; each entry begins with the title of the 

work. 

• Entries arranged according to a classification 

• No index 





THE DATABASE 

• 古典目錄導航系統: a database and navigation system for 

traditional Chinese bibliographies 

• Two grants: one from Academia Sinica and the other from 

Ministry of Science and Technology, Taiwan 

• Collaborators: Liu Cheng-yun (Academia Sinica), Liu Ninghui 

(National Taipei University) 

• Hosted by the Institute of History and Philology at the 

Academia Sinica in Taiwan 

• Includes a large number of traditional bibliographies 

• Work in progress (40+ currently) 



A MULTI-FACETED DATABASE STRUCTURE 

• Previous efforts in digitizing traditional 

bibliographies mostly treat them as historical 

documents. 

• Our project builds a multi-faceted bibliographic 

database structure utilizing advanced technology 

to transform traditional bibliographies into a state-

of-the-art research tool. 



A MULTI-FACETED DATABASE STRUCTURE 

• Thoroughness and added value: includes the entire 

content of each bibliography, including 

introductions, annotations, and classificatory 

structure. It also adds info about the dynasty when 

a bib was compiled. 
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A MULTI-FACETED DATABASE STRUCTURE 

• Thoroughness and added value: includes the entire 

content of each bibliography, including 

introductions, annotations, and classificatory 

structure. It also adds info about the dynasty when 

a bib was compiled. 

• Indexing and retrieval: modern database structure 

to separate and define bibliographic elements 

• Collocation and relationships: assigns work ID and 

provides authority control 



CLASSIFICATION AS AN INTEGRAL PART 

• Classification functions as a knowledge 

organization tool. 

• A form of intellectual history. 

• Incorporating classification into the database 

structure adds significant value. 
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A NAVIGATION MECHANISM 

• Navigation by classification 

• Imitating the traditional manual system as 

intended by designer 

• Imitating library shelving 







CONTROL & RELATIONSHIPS 

• Name authority control, thus collocating all 

works by the same person with variant names 

across bibliographies 

• Work ID, thus collocating the same work with 

variant titles or in different versions 

• The Work ID system also makes it possible to 

link some relationships among different works. 



AN EXAMPLE OF WORK IDs 

A經部  Class 

A0000001 易經 Work 

A0000001A 連山 Version A 

A0000001B 歸藏 Version B 

A0000001C 周易 Version C 

A0000001C-A001.001 周易注.王弼 C exegesis 

A0000001C001 繫辭 Part of C 

A0000001C001-A001.001 繫辭注. XXX Part of C exegesis 

 



A POWERFUL RESEARCH TOOL 

When completed: 

• Will include a large number of important 

Chinese bibliographies in one database 

• Built-in functionalities for retrieval, navigation, 

other data manipulations 

• Useful for knowledge organization, intellectual 

history, bibliography, literary studies, cultural 

studies 
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